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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 13, 2010 at 9:50 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4887.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills and joint resolution were
signed by the Speaker on Friday,
March 26, 2010:

H.R. 4872, to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to Title II of the con-
current resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2010 (S. Con. Res. 13);

H.R. 4957, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the funding
and expenditure authority of the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend
authorizations for the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes;

H.R. 4938, to permit the use of pre-
viously appropriated funds to extend
the Small Business Loan Guarantee
Program, and for other purposes;

S. 3186, to reauthorize the Satellite
Home Viewer Extension and Reauthor-
ization Act of 2004 through April 30,
2010, and for other purposes;

and the Speaker signed on Thursday,
March 29, 2010:

H.J. Res. 80, recognizing and hon-
oring the Blinded Veterans Association
on its 656th anniversary of representing
blinded veterans and their families;

H.R. 4621, to protect the integrity of
the constitutionally mandated United
States census and prohibit deceptive
mail practices that attempt to exploit
the decennial census.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE GREGORY W. MEEKS,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable GREGORY
W. MEEKS, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 30, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that
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my district office has been served with a sub-
poena for documents issued by the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of New
York.

After consultation with counsel, I have de-
termined that compliance with the subpoena
is consistent with the privileges and rights
of the House.

Sincerely,
GREGORY W. MEEKS,
Member of Congress.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE THOMAS J. ROONEY,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable THOMAS J.
ROONEY, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 5, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for docu-
ments issued by the Circuit Court for St.
Lucie County, Florida, in connection with a
civil case pending there.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
THOMAS J. ROONEY,
Member of Congress.

———

REPEAL AND REPLACE RALLIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, over the past 2 weeks I have
heard about the job-killing effect the
recently passed government health
care takeover will have from concerned
citizens across South Carolina. I've
heard from small business owners, the
primary providers of jobs in America,
how they will face a $2,000 fine for each
employee without insurance. I've heard
from seniors who are afraid that their
former employers will drop their drug
benefits. I've heard from people cur-
rently looking for work that the cre-
ation of 16,500 new IRS agents isn’t
what they had in mind when it came to
job creation. And I've heard from just
about everyone about the concern that
their insurance premiums will rise dra-
matically.

The message I bring back from South
Carolinians is clear: repeal the job-kill-
ing takeover and replace it with an af-
fordable solution that 1is centered
around the patient and not the govern-
ment, the SWAP bill.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September
11th in the Global War on Terrorism.
Best wishes for the success of the Her-
itage Golf Classic at Hilton Head Is-
land, South Carolina.
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SUPPORT FOR HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
during the recess, I spent 3 nights with
residents of the Seventh Congressional
District at three town hall meetings in
Oak Park, Illinois; River Forest, Illi-
nois; Forest Park, Illinois, and last
evening, Westchester. Overwhelmingly,
all of the individuals who were present
extolled the virtues of the health re-
form legislation that was passed. And I
was vindicated because I voted for it.
So I want to thank the residents of my
congressional district, because we were
on the same page.

——

AMERICANS SAY MEDIA BIAS IS
BIGGER PROBLEM THAN CAM-
PAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans continue to see the national
media as too biased, too liberal, and
too powerful. By almost a two-to-one
margin, Americans say that media bias
is a bigger problem in politics today
than big campaign contributions, ac-
cording to a new Rasmussen public
opinion poll. By a three-to-one margin,
Americans describe the average re-
porter as more liberal than they are
rather than more conservative. And al-
most seven out of ten Americans be-
lieve the news media have too much
power and influence over government
decisions. Other recent polls have
shown similar results.

If the national media want to restore
Americans’ trust, they should report
the facts, not tell the people what to
think.

————

TAX FAIRNESS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, tax day is a dreaded deadline
for millions of Americans. But accord-
ing to the Associated Press, for nearly
half of the U.S. households it is simply
somebody else’s problem. This April, 47
percent of Americans will pay no Fed-
eral income tax at all. According to a
new report, the top 10 percent of earn-
ers will pay roughly 73 percent of the
income taxes collected by the Federal
Government. That is just not fair.

Being an American is a privilege, not
a right. Out of fairness, everyone
should have to pay some tax, even if it
is just a buck a month, to help pay to
live in this great democracy. By push-
ing more and more people off the tax
rolls and having just a few foot the bill
for the many, we are punishing hard
work, thrift, and sacrifice.
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This is America, where prosperity
and helping your fellow man should
mean more than just paying your
neighbors’ taxes. It’s about fairness
and freedom.

———

SYMPATHIES TO THE UPPER BIG
BRANCH MINERS

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to extend my deepest sympathies
to the 29 victims of the Upper Big
Branch mine explosion, their families,
loved ones, and their community. Last
Monday’s tragedy occurred in
Montcoal, West Virginia, and it was
the worst mine disaster in over 40
years. It has been gut-wrenching for
our entire State.

In the wake of this horrific tragedy,
the citizens of West Virginia, including
our outstanding emergency and rescue
workers, and our Governor, pulled to-
gether to support the communities and
families devastated by this explosion.
As we grieve this loss of life, we must
also honor the victims of the accident
by taking the appropriate steps to en-
sure that this never happens again.
Never again in West Virginia or in any
other State can we let safety slip
through the cracks. We will not let this
happen again.

Now is the time to band together and
do everything we can to protect our
citizens. I hope you will join me in
praising our miners for the difficult
and dangerous work that they do, and
I ask that you keep all of the workers,
their families, and their communities
in your thoughts and prayers.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

SUPPORTING NATIONAL LIBRARY
WEEK

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 1222) supporting the goals
and ideals of National Library Week.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1222

Whereas the Nation’s school, academic,
public, and special libraries make a dif-
ference in the lives of millions of people in
the United States, today, more than ever;

Whereas librarians are trained profes-
sionals, helping people of all ages and back-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

grounds find and interpret the information
they need to live, learn, and work in a chal-
lenging economy;

Whereas libraries are part of the American
Dream, places for opportunity, education,
self-help, and lifelong learning;

Whereas according to a December 2008 Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) report, public library use increased
to 1,400,000,000 visits nationwide during fiscal
year 2006, among all types of library users,
continuing a long term trend of increased li-
brary usage;

Whereas libraries play a vital role in sup-
porting the quality of life in their commu-
nities;

Whereas libraries help people of all ages
discover a world of knowledge, both in per-
son and online, as well as provide personal
service and assistance in finding needed in-
formation;

Whereas libraries are a key player in the
national discourse on intellectual freedom
and equity of access;

Whereas libraries are narrowing the ‘‘dig-
ital divide”’, by providing no-fee public com-
puter and Internet access to accommodate
the growing need for access to digital and
online information, including e-government,
continuing education, and employment op-
portunities;

Whereas in 71 percent of communities, li-
braries have the only no-fee public com-
puters; and

Whereas libraries, librarians, library work-
ers, and supporters across the United States
will celebrate National Library Week, April
11-17, 2010: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Library Week;

(2) encourages all residents to visit a li-
brary to take advantage of the wonderful li-
brary resources available, and to thank their
librarians and library workers for making in-
formation accessible to all who walk through
the library’s doors; and

(3) supports librarians’ efforts to ensure
that all Americans can continue to access
21st century library services in school, pub-
lic, academic, and special libraries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. CHU) and the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on House Resolution
1222 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
as much time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1222, which encourages all Amer-
icans to take advantage of the numer-
ous resources libraries make available.
Across the country, libraries help de-
velop communities by bringing people
of all nationalities, ages, and socio-
economic backgrounds together to
enjoy the pleasures of literature,
media, and new technology. Libraries
foster national discourse on intellec-
tual freedom, and provide informa-
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tional equity across the Nation. Li-
braries not only provide free resources
to adults and children, but they also
preserve historical artifacts and infor-
mation, highlighting societal achieve-
ments.

Today we have nearly 123,000 librar-
ies nationwide playing a vital role in
creating vibrant, energized commu-
nities. Our very own Library of Con-
gress sponsors the annual National
Book Festival. Authors, illustrators,
and poets gather at the Nation’s Cap-
itol to promote reading and literacy in
all 50 States.
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In fact, President Obama and First
Lady Michelle Obama helped sponsor
this event as honorary chairs. Last
September, the annual National Book
Festival was a huge success. With 80
best-selling authors and over 1,000 vol-
unteers, scores of people gathered to
promote reading to children.

The Library of Congress is also a
great resource for the public. As the
largest library in the world, the Li-
brary of Congress holds more than 120
million items on approximately 530
miles of bookshelves. The collections
include more than 18 million books, 2.5
million recordings, 12 million photo-
graphs, 4.5 million maps, and 54 million
manuscripts.

National Library Week continues to
commend librarians who help the pub-
lic interpret the information they need
to live, learn, and navigate their way
into today’s challenging and com-
plicated economy. By providing free
educational opportunities and a safe
place for lifelong learning, libraries
help people to explore their curiosities
and to foster community involvement
in education.

I want to thank Representative
EHLERS for his leadership and for
bringing this important resolution for-
ward.

Again, I want to extend my gratitude
towards libraries for their work in our
communities, and I ask my colleagues
to support this important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1222, supporting
the goals and ideals of National Li-
brary Week. I also would like to asso-
ciate my remarks with the gentle-
woman from California.

First sponsored in 1958, National Li-
brary Week is a national observance
sponsored by the American Library As-
sociation and libraries across the coun-
try each year in April. It is a time to
celebrate the contributions of our Na-
tion’s libraries and librarians and to
promote library use and support.

In 1957, the National Book Com-
mittee developed a plan for National
Library Week based on the idea that,
once people were motivated to read,
they would support and use libraries.
With cooperation from various organi-
zations, the first National Library
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